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AFPA Bulletin: 15 December 2008
 NEW POLICE MEDAL FOR 

DILIGENT SERVICE 
 
On 4 December 2008 the AFPA National President Jon 
Hunt-Sharman and PFA CEO Mark Burgess met with the 
Minister for Home Affairs, Mr Bob Debus in relation to the 
Rudd Government’s election promise to the AFPA/PFA to 
establish a specific National Police Service Medal.  
 
The AFPA is pleased to advise that the Rudd Government 
has formally announced a new National Police Service 
Medal which will be awarded to State, Territory and Federal 
Police in recognition of long and diligent service. 

 

 
 
In his public announcement, the Minister for Home Affairs, Bob Debus, said the medal rec
status police had because of their role protecting the community.  
 
“This new medal shows our continuing support for the work done by the 50,000 men and 
own safety at risk to protect our quality of life, security and freedom.” 
 
“I would also like to acknowledge the work done by the Police Federation of Australia, wh
the issue with me on behalf of its members,” Mr Debus said.  
 
Cabinet Secretary, Senator John Faulkner, said the Queen had approved the establishme
in the Australian honours system.  “Recognition for police service since the establishment
system of honours and awards in 1975 has been through the National Medal.” 
 
“The National Medal will continue to recognise long and diligent service by members of or
community during times of crisis, including fire, ambulance, emergency and voluntary sea
organisations,” Senator Faulkner said. 
 
The PFA CEO, Mark Burgess, said the decision would be welcomed by members. “It is a 
acknowledgement by the Government of the unique role that police officers play in the pre
protection of life and property and the maintenance of law and order throughout Australia.
 
Police will have to serve a minimum of 15 years to be eligible. Eligibility for the award will 
2008 and it’s expected the first awards will be made in the second half of 2009. 
 
The AFPA is appreciative of the commitment and determination by the Minister for Home 
the Prime Minister Kevin Rudd to achieve this outcome for Police members in such a sho
 
 
If you have any queries about the issues raised in this bulletin please contact your local representatives or vis
Forum at https://secure.afpa.org.au/members/ . If you have forgotten your password, contact the AFPA Nation
162484 for a new password.  
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